
 

The Parents Guide 

A Useful Guide from the Parents Committee for all Parents, Carers and Guardians of children at Garden 

Cottage Nursery  

 

The First Day  
 
Not only a big day for our children but also one where we eagerly/ nervously watch our children 
take the next step on their educational journey.  We've all been there and hope to make the 
journey as easy and happy for you as possible with a few tips to help you on that first day.   
 
Chelsea Snoad is our Transition Leader so if you have any questions please speak to Chelsea, 
Kerry or Jane. 
 
The staff are warm and welcoming and will reassure you that “they'll be alright if you leave your 
child upset” - but they really will be. It's not long before they find the toys and (sorry!) forget about 
you worrying at home. 
 
During their first week every child is given a book bag, and every session a new book to read at 
home. Check this bag and the notebook for notes. Your child takes their book bag into the nursery 
each session, and at home time it needs collecting from the box in the foyer along with a water 
bottle that you child will bring in each day. 
 
 
Labelling 
 
Don't forget to label everything that goes into nursery - uniform, shoes, hats, jackets, gloves (each 
one), wellies, water bottles, toys (etc.) and also provide a labelled bag to keep change of 
clothes/nappies in. The staff are amazing but cannot keep track of each individual child's items if 
they are not named. This might sound obvious but still children come in with unnamed items.   
 
There are a number of companies on line where you can get iron-on clothing labels and sticky 
labels for toys etc. We do supply hats but if you really want to supply your own it need to be 
labelled very clearly  
 
 

For Peach & Apple Rooms- The door opens at 8am, 8.30am and 12.30pm 1.30pm 4.30pm 

and 6pm 

 

If you are early I am afraid we will not let you in as we have children that have paid for breakfast 

and have allocated the correct staff for them. Please be patient for the door to be opened at the 

correct time for either dropping off or picking up. 



• Find your child's allocated peg for his/her coat in the front entrance hall, if for some reason 

it is not there please inform one of the staff.  Wellies go in the slot below. 

• If late ring the doorbell and someone will open the door and greet you and your child and 

then you can take your child through into the room. 

• Take your child's' book bag with you and help your child put it in the box by the door or 
class room. 

• Put their water bottle in the box provided in the rooms 
 

For both rooms, once you have settled your child and said goodbye please leave the way you 
came in. 
 
When picking up your child you will normally wait in the entrance hall/cloakroom and a member of 
staff will open the entrance door and start handing over children to the parents who are waiting. If 
you need to talk to a member of staff please have patience for the safety of other children and 
then the member of staff can talk to you when all children have been seen out safely. 
 

• Remember to collect coat/ wellies and changing bag etc. 

• Your child's book bag will be in a plastic box labelled with the name of the room. 

• Any pieces of artwork your child has created will be put in the slot above the coat hook so 
remember to check this regularly. 

•  Remember to check the notice board to see what our planning is for the week, this is to 
help you ask your children what they have been doing in and out of the Nursery. 

• We also have the information board next to the door, this is where you will be informed of 
what is going on in the Nursery and any social events.  

 

Other Info! 
 

• If your child stays for lunch it is useful to know that the staff give each child a grade for how 
well they have eaten and are happy to show you this if you ask them. The menu for the 
week is shown on the notice board. 
 

• Each child has a Key Worker.  This is a member of staff responsible for observing and 
maintaining the learning journey record, you can find who this is on the board where the 
staff have photos in the front entrance.  This does not mean they are the only person 
working with your child and it may be that your child develops a special bond with another 
member of staff but they are probably the best person to approach if you would like to know 
more about your child's learning.   
 

• Book Bags; inside the book bag you will find a book that is to be shared with the staff and 
parents. It will give details like a book title that the child has chosen from the Nursery to 
share with you at home. Some children might have started phonics sounds you will find on 
the inside front cover how to help you children learn them. This is very relaxed and you 
don't have to do this. 
 

• We teach letters and sounds using "Jolly Phonics".  If you are mystified why your child tells 
you about 'ants on the arm' or 'snakes in the grass' you may want to track down a copy - 
available at ELC or online at places like Amazon. 
 

• If your child is in nappies, these will be provided by nursery.  If they are going through toilet 
training, please ensure a plentiful supply of fresh clothes are available!  
 



• At the start of a new term there may be occasions where the named pegs in the main 
entrance need to be reshuffled. This is due to new starters and children who have 
left.  Please check where your child's named peg is and make them aware of this.  
 

• There are numerous activities for children and their families at Garden Cottage each 
term.  They're great fun and it's lovely to get involved, you're welcome to join in even if 
they're at a time you don't usually attend.  Details of the activities for the term are included 
in the newsletter which is provided to each parent throughout the year also available on the 
website. This will usually be emailed but a hard copy can also be available if 
needed.  Updates on events are posted on the notice board or door into the nursery closer 
to the event. If you would like to receive newsletter and information please subscribe by 
clicking on the following link or place on the web browser. 
 
http://eepurl.com/0tqtT 
Fill in the form and you should receive a conformation email to accept, if you do not receive 
this email please check in the spam folder or email the nursery. 
 
 
The GCN website is a useful source of information on the nursery and other general 
parenting information, please visithttp://www.gardencottagenursery.com/ 
 
 
The Parent's Committee hope you find this information useful.  If you think of anything 
which could be added to help future new intakes, please let me know and we can add it in - 
all suggestions welcome! 
 
As a committee we meet regularly to help Jane and her team plan events, come up with 
ideas for new ones and generally find ways to support Garden Cottage in their fantastic 
work with our children.  New members and new ideas are always welcome, please contact 
me for details on  
 
On behalf of the committee members, we hope you and your child enjoy being part of 
Garden Cottage Nursery as much as we do and look forward to getting to know you. 
 
 
 
Best wishes  
Parent's Committee GC  

 

http://eepurl.com/0tqtT
http://www.gardencottagenursery.com/

