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Winter 2017

We are thrilled to announce that we received our
third consecutive Ofsted Outstanding rating.

We've had a wonderful summer! We'd like to wish all of our class of
2017 the very best at their new schools. 
 
The children have enjoyed a fun packed summer including the
Summer Concert and Sports Day, where they all performed
fabulously. They spent a lot of time keeping cool in the Forest
School and visiting the animals around the farm. 
 
Many thanks to all those that could make the Parents Educational
Evening, we valued your time and feedback and hope to do another
evening soon.  
 
We would like to welcome all of our new children, who seem to have
all settled in well. 
 
There are lots of exciting activities coming up, please see below for
important dates for the diary.  
 
A FEW IMPORTANT NOTES: 
 
Starting in October there will be consultations running for children
in Apple room. More information to follow. 

Staff News

Welcome Katie, Cate and
Natalie. Katie is based in
Peach room and is working
towards her NVQ level 2. Cate
is also based in Peach room,
she has her NVQ level 3 and
has worked in Early Years for
over 12 years. Natalie is
based in Apple room,
she trained as a primary
school teacher after
completing her QTS.  
 
After 9 years in Australia,
welcome back Megan.  Good
luck to Kirsty and Amber, who
have taken some time off to
travel around Australia.  
 
Congratulations Katie
Batchelor who is due to have
her second baby in January.  
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Dates for the diary
HARVEST FESTIVAL
On Thursday 21st September from
10am onwards we will be celebrating the harvest.
We will talk about what we grow and how we
make it into food. We will have a collection for our
local retirement home, so any donations of
chocolates, biscuits, cake, wine, etc would be
greatly appreciated.  
  
PHOTOGRAPHER 
Steve and Alison Forrest of Elmcroft Studios
(www.elmcroftstudios.com) will be coming to the
nursery on Tuesday 10th October and
Wednesday 11th October to take photos of your
children. If you would like to purchase these
photos you can do so and If you would like to
include siblings we can make arrangements.

BONFIRE NIGHT 
On Thursday 2nd November at 6pm we will be
hosting a Bonfire Night, there will be a small cost
of £2 a person or £5 a family. Forms will be
available form the entrance or from the
classrooms. Please make sure all children are
wrapped up warm with appropriate clothing, welly
boots and a torch as there will be a walk to the
lambing field. 
 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 
The children would like to invite you to join us
to celebrate this special occasion on Friday
15th December at 2pm.  
 
NATIVITY PLAY
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More information will follow. 
 
 

The children would like to invite all parents to
their Nativity Play on either Tuesday 12th
December or Wednesday 13th December at
2.30pm at Windlesham House School.

General Information

MEDICATION 
Please can you inform us of any medication given to your child before they arrive at nursery. 
  
SHOES 
Please can all children wear shoes in the nursery and not boots.  Please make sure your child has a pair
of wellies so they can go to the farm, walled garden, and forest school as these places get very muddy. 
 
PICKING UP CHILDREN  
At pick up time, do not ring the doorbell as this is unsettling for the children and also takes the staff away
from them. If you need to pick up your child at a different time then you must inform a member of staff in
person or by phone. 
The nursery cannot be held responsible for your child once they have been handed back into your care at
pick-up time.  If your child/siblings play on the slide/climbing frame outside, it is at your own risk and not
that of the Nursery. 
 
WATER BOTTLES 
Thank you to all of you that have provided these, they are working well. However, please could we remind
you that they should have water and not juice.  We are sorry but we will empty them and refill them with
water if this is the case.  Parents need to take the water bottles home at the end of the day to be washed. 
 
PARENTS GETTING INVOLVED! 
It would be much appreciated if any parent would like to come in and talk to the children about what it is

 



like to be a: mummy/daddy, granny/grandfather, farmer, shop assistant, postman, pilot/hostess, doctor,
nurse, cleaner, vet, anything and everything!  Please see Kerry or Jane to arrange a date. 
 
FOR INFORMATION ABOUT THE NURSERY PLEASE SEE OUR WEB-SITE 
www.gardencottagenursery.com 
This site will be regularly updated with news so please look at it so you know what is going on. 
 
UNIFORM 
Anyone requiring uniform please inform a member of staff.  We have sweatshirts and polo shirts available,
both new and a few second-hand.  We would like ALL children to wear this uniform during their time at the
Nursery.  Please could you ensure that your children have the correct clothing as we now need to wrap up
warm. 
 
DRIVEWAY 
Please could EVERYONE use the Highden drive to the Nursery and NOT the Windlesham House School
drive.  Those exiting towards Worthing may use the school driveway.  Please drive very slowly and
carefully as children do play in these grounds.  We now have had several complaints from Windlesham
School about people driving very fast. This puts children lives at risk so please, please drive slowly. 
Please Note: There is a one way system around the nursery entering opposite Little Windlesham and
exiting at the top end of the square opposite the music school. This will stop traffic turning in the nursery
and causing congestion.  Please stick to the speed limits and please do not use the Nursery for parking as
we have limited space.  This area is for dropping off children only. 
 
FRUIT BOWL 
Thank you for your continued support with the fruit.  The children really enjoy it. 
 
LABELLING 
Again, thank you to the parents who have labelled EVERYTHING, it is very helpful to the staff.  It can be a
nightmare having so many children wearing similar clothing; therefore if your child comes into the Nursery
and the items are not labelled, we will use a permanent black marker pen to identify your child’s
belongings.  Apologies for this, but we hope you understand. 
 
BIRTH CERTIFICATES AND FUNDING FORMS 
We need your child’s Birth Certificate and NEW funding form if you wish to receive funding. If we are
inspected and these are not on the premises we will not be able to claim your funding. 
 
CONSENT FORMS 
Those parents who have still not completed and returned forms, please could you do so as soon as
possible.  If you have mislaid your forms, please see a member of staff to get another copy.  These are
vital and we will not be able to accept children into the nursery without them as this is an Ofsted
requirement. 
 
FRIENDS OF GARDEN COTTAGE NURSERY 
Any current parent who feels they would like to join the Friends of GCN, please contact Jane
at jane@gardencottagenursery.com  The committee have been invaluable at helping organise events and
have made some excellent suggestions as to improving what the nursery offers a huge thank you to them.
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