
	Garden Cottage Nursery Planning & EYFS Policy

The statutory framework for the EYFS sets standards for the development, learning and care of children from birth to age 5. These standards are set to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. 
All children within the nursery are supported in developing their potential at their own pace, by means of developmentally appropriate play activities and a high level of individual adult input. We offer a curriculum, which will prepare children to progress with confidence to the next level of their education. 



GCN follows the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

There are four overarching principles, these are:

•
Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured

•
Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships 

•
Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults, who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them to build their learning over time. Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers. 

•
The importance of learning and development. Children develop and learn at different rates. The framework covers the education and care off all children in early years provision, including children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). 

The EYFS learning and development requirements for our setting include the seven areas of learning and development and the assessment requirements. The seven areas of learning and development are:

The prime areas:

1.
Communication and Language 

2.
Physical Development

3.
Personal, Social, and Emotional Development

The Specific areas:

4.
Literacy 

5.
Mathematics

6.
Understanding the World

7.
Expressive arts and design Development.
Long -Term Planning:  
This ensures that we cover all of the areas of Learning and Development and the principals contained in the EYFS to ensure that we develop the individual child.

The documents that support this are:

· Policies and Procedures: These guide the day to day running of the nursery.

· EYFS: Produced by the DCSF to guide the development of individual children and the Statutory Framework which are the legal requirements that nursery providers must adhered to.
· Yearly Planning sheet: This guides the types of activities that we will be involved in on a yearly basis such as festivals, seasons etc.
· We are a free flow setting which enables children to have access to both indoors and outdoors when appropriate for the children.

· Parents are invited to become involved in the planning from the beginning of their journey with us at Garden Cottage Nursery and are e-mailed the planning on a weekly basis and can e-mail their own ideas.
Planning will have the following themes:
Autumn: People Who Help Us.

Spring: All about Me

Summer: Traditional Stories and Rhymes.
Medium -Term planning 
This outlines in detail the overall guidance for the day-to-day routines that happen at nursery.
· The daily guide: this gives a general idea about timings of the day so that staff and parents are aware of the structure of the day.

· The visual timetable: This series of pictures that can be used by staff to show the children what will happen next.  This tool is a visual reassurance of where the children are in their day and what will happen next.

· Planning Sheet (taken from our short-term planning): This explains the activity the resources needed and the EYFS goals that the activity could potentially achieve and is done at the beginning of the month. The section labelled review and extension should then be used to progress the children’s learning and develop the activity and should be emailed to the parents each week until a new activity is planned either due to the children moving the activity in a different direction or naturally coming to an end. 
· Staff are required to observe all children throughout the day, and these contribute to each child’s learning journal.

Short-Term Planning:

· Observations: The staff observe the children daily. From their observations of the children, they must choose which ones will inform the planning for the following week.  This enables us to focus closely on the needs of the children.
· Resources: from our observations we can adjust areas for example if the children become interested in maps, we can add maps to each area, make maps, play treasure hunting games, read stories about maps and talk about journeys and also give consideration to those children that may not be directly involved.
· Our knowledge: if we would like to introduce something new from the children’s observations or from our knowledge of the celebrations during a certain time of year etc we would need to make sure that the principals of the EYFS are given consideration and how an event or activity would meet these needs but, above all how the experience and enjoyment gained by the children will support their development.

All weekly planning/extensions are reached after reflecting on their activities by the children and staff at the end of each day, this will extend onto our next planning sheet. The photos of the previous week from each room will be e-mailed to all parents/carers once a week via our newsletter. 
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